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Rules for Spelling Bee (Primary)

1. Eligibility: Students entering Grades 1st  through  3rd in school year 2007-2008.

2. The competition has two phases. The sample words (List #1) will be used in the first 
phase. At the end of the first phase, judges will decide who proceeds to the next phase. 
The judges may decide to move only limited number of contestants to second phase. 
The sample words (List #2) will be used in the second phase. Judges will determine if a 
third phase is needed, and may use words outside the provided word lists. 

3. Each contestant will be given 30 seconds to say the word, spell it and say the word 
again. Saying the word before spelling is must, however saying the word after the 
spelling is optional.

4. Based on the number of participants, there may be a preliminary screening round before 
the above mentioned three phases. This will be a written round. 

5. Parents will be allowed in the competition area, but we strongly ask that silence be 
maintained at all times. This is to help the judges listen clearly to the answers of the 
contestants. Any word that is spelled out, whether accidentally or intentionally will be 
thrown out. 

6. Contestants are allowed to ask the word to be repeated if they did not hear it clearly. 
They also have a right to ask the meaning of the word. The Merriam Webster Dictionary 
will be used to answer all such questions. Once the contestant has asked the meaning of 
the word, he/she is compelled to spell that exact word out. This mean that if the word 
pronounced was ‘pale’, which can also be spelled as ‘pail’, and the contestant asked for 
the meaning, to which the enunciator reply, “lacking in intensity of color”, then the 
contestant must spell ‘pale’ and not ‘pail’, because the word ‘pale’ was defined. ‘Pail’ 
would be considered wrong. 

7. The decision of the presiding judges is always final. Parents are welcome to give 
suggestions or ask questions at the end of the contest.  

accent ago acute
acting agent ambush
angel aloft appeal
annoy ankle archery
ape annual asleep
around ate await
attack attic away
badge bank bar
badly barge beans
band barn bell
bliss blade boat
blow boot both
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body booth branch
bowl brain bride
brave brass brother
bread broken bucket
brood brown bushel
bump bunch cane
bunk bushes cannot
center cattle cheer
childhood cheeks choose
chilly chimes cloth
cloak clockwork cold
club cobra comma
cluster coin copy
couches cookies credit
crawl cramming crisp
curtains crime cute
cyclone defeat defend
dark delta diaries
dash devour docile
dental diner down
digest ditch dreggy
drizzle done drip
eaten earn ears
farmer else film
fire feet fine
flash fluffy flying
frog forest gaze
fruit fuzzy glove
golden grapevine hailstones
ground grumble handy
hawk heal hatch
hens holy helper
here hopping hour
improper horse injure
insect inform jacket
lunch luck many
method lung midst
mice midnight mine
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misled milk monster
moon misspelled muddy
mule mouse music
nick name oil
nurse older outfit
owl open paid
pace paddle pain
pail pages peanuts
perform pink postage
planet plunge prone
primp print protest
provoke prism purple
public pudding rally
ranch rattle recess
range remember reporter
rind roast robots
romp rode rumbling
roost rowed same
salad sales sauce
scarlet scent score
screen scornful scribe
second selling sewing
seed shady shame
shadow shopping shore
share shrugged silt
silver site skirl
skirt skunk slammed
slight sled smile
smart soccer soul
soon spider sprinkle
squash spoon steak
squint staring strain
steel stole sunshine
student streak toast
survive tape tooth
tiger thumb town
tore tomb trailer
trap tower travel
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trapping trim truth
trinity trot twig
try tune uncommon
unless twisting vow
very volume wall
waiting wake wear
wave walked weary
were  wax weep
whip when where
why wicked wife
wink winning word
yard 


