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Rules for Spelling Bee (Elementary)
1. Eligibility: Students entering grades 4th  and 5th in school year 2007-2008.

2. The competition has two phases. The sample words (List #1) will be used in the first 
phase. At the end of the first phase, judges will decide who proceeds to the next phase. 
The judges may decide to move only limited number of contestants to second phase. 
The sample words (List #2) will be used in the second phase. Judges will determine if a 
third phase is needed, and may use words outside the provided word lists. 

3. Each contestant will be given 30 seconds to say the word, spell it and say the word 
again. Saying the word before spelling is must, however saying the word after the 
spelling is optional.

4. Based on the number of participants, there may be a preliminary screening round before 
the above mentioned three phases. This will be a written round.  

5. Parents will be allowed in the competition area, but we strongly ask that silence be 
maintained at all times. This is to help the judges listen clearly to the answers of the 
contestants. Any word that is spelled out, whether accidentally or intentionally will be 
thrown out. 

6. Contestants are allowed to ask the word to be repeated if they did not hear it clearly. 
They also have a right to ask the meaning of the word. The Merriam Webster Dictionary 
will be used to answer all such questions. Once the contestant has asked the meaning of 
the word, he/she is compelled to spell that exact word out. This mean that if the word 
pronounced was ‘pale’, which can also be spelled as ‘pail’, and the contestant asked for 
the meaning, to which the enunciator reply, “lacking in intensity of color”, then the 
contestant must spell ‘pale’ and not ‘pail’, because the word ‘pale’ was defined. ‘Pail’ 
would be considered wrong. 

7. The decision of the presiding judges is always final. Parents are welcome to give 
suggestions or ask questions at the end of the contest.  

abstain affrighted    apprehension
abstention agnostically       apropos
accordion      alcove     arbor     
accountant      algorism      architecture
acreage alleger      armadillos
activity     amazement arraignment     
aculeate      annihilate asymmetrical
adage     appellation     asymmetrical
aerobics appreciation    atrocious
aesthetic apprehend atrocity
auspicious breechloader      bubonic      
brandishing    bullion  budget
caricature choreograph cleave
carousel chronograph commandos
cartographer chronograph commiserate
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cavalcade circumlocution commission
ceiling            circumscribe constellation
chiefly circumstance credit
chimpanzee circumstantial chips
despair emigrates feat
differentiate enclosure genuine
dwarf expectations guzzle      
hardware headache   hogan    
harsh henna     hostility      
haversack    hickory    interpretation
immune inputting intractable      
immunize insensitive intuition
inconceivable installments intuitive
indestructible insufficient invalidate     
jittery     kaleidoscope irrevocable
keyboard makeshift     melodramatic      
lesion     manicure   melon
liberate mannequin membrane      
license     marvelous     memoranda
loiter      mascot   merchant      
looms materialism merciful    
lousy      mattress   merely
misgivings      medallion     mermaid   
molasses      megaphone   metabolism
momentum melancholy metronome
mongrel   melba  metronome
monsoon   nativity microfilm       
morality      naval      micrometer
muskrat   navigate milliliter
mystify    nebbish   minutia
prodigal nebula picturesque
professional      nocturnal     pioneer    
profound      noisome pitfalls
programs nourish      pivot
propel nuzzle portal     
pulpit      objectives positive
pungent obligation      positive
purchase observant     postmortem  
quest obstacle powwow      
radiator      obstetrician precipice      
radii offering preferential
rampage opponent      preoccupation
rapt      orphanage      preposterous
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rebuffing     outputting presume
recession overdue presumption
reckless overwhelming prevail
recover    ozone      previous     
reduction pajamas principal
refute    patience      resolved
regatta     pauper     respite
register peasant reunion
rehearse      pelican reversible     
repercussion penalty revert     
reprehend pensive rhubarb
reprehensible percentage      ridiculous  
represents percussion romaine     
reservation      perilous rucksack  
solicitous persevered ruined
sovereign      petition rupture   
spareribs traditional saccharin
squalid     traditions saga    
squirrel tranquil sagacity      
strain tranquility salamander
strategist     transformation      sallow  
strenuous translucent sanctify
stymie     transoceanic security     
subordinate trapezoid     semblance     
subscription      tremendous semester
subterranean trustworthy      sentimental
suffrage unalterable     setting
suitors uncertain shampoo   
supercargoes uncontrollable      sherbet
giants undaunted shrewd     
superimpose understanding shrubbery
superintendent underweight slender      
supernova unify     snivel    
surveillance unit prices software
surviving unpopular     sojourn
suspense unwarranted     thermonuclear
sympathetic uppity thermonuclear
tartar      vestibule     thrive
teachable     villain      thwart
terminate     warranty     tidal
thermodynamic weld      timid
thermodynamic whiffletree  tortoise


